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GLOSSARY FOR THE NHAL ALTERNATIVES
Aesthetics- A pleasing appearance or effect.  Source: Webster’s 10th New Collegiate Dictionary. 1993.

Biological Age-  The age at which trees or stands reach biological maturity and begin to decline.  At this
age, trees decline in vigor and health and are reaching the end of their natural life spans.  Biological age is
generally after the trees or stands have reached economic maturity and before they have reached old
growth characteristics. Average biological age varies widely among species and on different sites.  

Biological Diversity- “The variety and abundance of species, their genetic composition, and the
communities, ecosystems and landscapes in which they occur.  Biological diversity also refers to the
variety of ecological structures, functions and processes at any of these levels.” Source: Wisconsin Statute
28.04(a) - Public Forests.

Chemical Site Preparation- The use of herbicides to reduce competition from weeds, grasses and trees
that compete with newly planted seedlings. 

Clearcutting- A regeneration or harvest method in which most trees are harvested from an area at one
time to encourage the reproduction and growth of sun- loving species such as aspen, white birch, red oak
or jack pine.  This is sometimes followed by ground disturbance, seeding or tree planting to create a new,
even-aged stand.  Technically, clearcutting results in a residual stand of less than 30 feet of basal area per
acre (Wisconsin Administrative Code, Department of Natural Resources, Chapter NR 1.24(3)).

Cultural Resource- “Any archeological, architectural or historical artifact, site or structure that reflects
on the human-made environment.”  Source: Wisconsin Administrative Code, Department of Natural
Resources, Chapter NR 44.03

Economic Age- The age at which trees or a stand reaches financial maturity, or the point in time when the
growth rate of a tree or stand begins to slow, and the incidence of decay begins to increase at a rate that
affects value.  Average economic age varies widely among species and on different sites. 

Ecological Capability- The potential of an area to support or develop one or more communities with the
potential being dependent on the area’s abiotic attributes, its flora and fauna, its ecological processes and
disturbances within and upon the area.  Source: Wisconsin Administrative Code, Department of Natural
Resources, Chapter NR 44.03.

Group Campsite- Any campsite authorized for use by groups other than those meeting the definition of a
camping party in a family campground as defined by ch. NR 45.

Integrated Ecosystem Management- “A system to assess, conserve, protect and restore the composition,
structure, and function of ecosystems to ensure their sustainability across a range of temporal and spatial
scales and to provide desired ecological conditions, economic products, and social benefits.”  Source:
May, 1995 Wisconsin’s Biodiversity as a Management Issue.

Mechanical Site Preparation- The use of machinery after timber harvest to remove or relocate logging
debris, remove competing vegetation, or modify soil conditions prior to the establishment of a new stand.
Mechanical site preparation is used to encourage reproduction of certain desired tree species.

Modern Campground- A campground that would usually have more than 75 sites without limits on
developed facilities.  Any one of the following would cause a campground to be a modern campground:
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flush toilets, showers, electrical hook-ups, or a playground.  Source: Wisconsin Administrative Code,
Department of Natural Resources, Chapter NR 44.07.

Motorized Use- Recreators traveling by use of a motor powered vehicle.

National Hierarchical Framework of Ecological Units (NHFEU) – An ecological classification system
that provides information about ecological resources at different scales, from regional to local.

Non-Motorized Area- An area with this designation would be closed to motor vehicle access for
recreation, although it would be open to the use of motorized vehicles for management purposes by the
department and its contractors when engaged in management activity. 

Non-motorized Use- Transportation of people by any means other than by a motor-powered  vehicle,
such as hiking, canoeing, skiing or bicycling.

Old Growth Characteristics- The age and structure of an old growth community varies with species and
site.  A stand of trees with old growth characteristics typically has dominant trees at or near biological
maturity, a mix of young and middle-aged trees, downed woody debris, tip-up mounds, and dead or
decaying standing trees (snags and den trees).  Old growth forests, like all other forests, are dynamic and
vary depending on site characteristics and disturbances such as fire and wind. (Based on WI DNR
Biodiversity Report, 1995)

Prescribed Burn- the controlled application of fire to naturally occurring vegetative fuels, under
specified environmental conditions and following appropriate precautionary measures, to achieve specific
land or fire management objectives, such as brush and hardwood control, management of wildlife habitat,
exposure of mineral soil for pine seed germination, or reduction of fuel hazards. 

Regeneration (Natural and Artificial)-  Artificial regeneration is planting or purposefully seeding trees
in a previously harvested area.  Natural regeneration occurs when young plants reproduce from natural
seed fall or from stump or root sprouting.  Natural regeneration may or may not require a gap in the tree
canopy depending on the tree species.  Site preparation such as prescribed burning or scarification may
take place to assist natural regeneration of tree species.  Pine plantations involve artificial regeneration,
while aspen and jack pine stands typically reproduce through natural regeneration. 

Renewable Forest Products- Renewable forest products are things that can be produced over and over
again using sustainable forest management practices, such as saw timber, pulp wood, firewood, berries,
and boughs. 

Restoration- In the context of this document “restoration” means to increase or return species, structures,
and processes that are currently diminished locally, regionally, or statewide, to locations on the property
that have high capability/potential for both accommodating and sustaining these currently scarce
resources. It would attempt to include missing successional stages and patch sizes. 

Rotation- Period of years required to grow timber to a specified condition of maturity.

Rustic Campground- A campground with 75 or fewer sites and with amenities including a tent pad,
picnic table, and fire ring.  Electrical hook-ups, showers and flush toilets, and playground equipment are
not allowed.  Typically sites would be separated by 100 to 200 feet, but an exception is made for older
campgrounds.  Source: Wisconsin Administrative Code, Department of Natural Resources, Chapter NR
44.07.
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Salvage Harvest- A timber harvest designed to remove trees in a stand that has been damaged by insects,
hail, wind, or sometimes fire.

Seed Tree Harvest- This forest harvest technique leaves a residual of scattered trees after the harvest to
provide a seed source for regeneration.

Selective Harvest- The removal of selected trees throughout the range of merchantable sizes at regular
intervals, either singly or in small groups, leaving a uniformly distributed stocking of desirable trees and
size classes. (NR 37.03)

Shelterwood Harvest- A partial removal of mature trees leaving trees of desirable species and form to
provide shade, seed source and a desirable seed bed for natural regeneration, followed by a final removal
of the overstory after adequate regeneration is established (NR 37.03).

Single Unit Campsite- A campsite designated for use by families or groups of 6 persons or less.

Succession- Replacement of one plant community by another. An example is the succession from shade
intolerant to shade tolerant plant species.

Sustainable Forestry- “The practice of managing dynamic forest ecosystems to provide ecological,
economic, social and cultural benefits for present and future generations.” Source:  Wisconsin
Administrative Code, Department of Natural Resources, Chapter NR 44.03

Thinning- Cutting made in a timber stand to increase the rate of growth and to improve composition of
the remaining stand. Thinnings are intermediate cuttings that control the growth of stands by adjusting
stand density. 

Wildlife Habitat- the arrangement of food, water, cover, and space required to meet the biological needs
of an animal. Different wildlife species have different requirements, and these requirements vary over the
course of a year. Also, different plants provide fruit and food in different seasons. Maintaining a variety
of habitats generally benefits wildlife. 
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